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At last 
sleeping in the garden; 
under the green sweet stars of  summer 
I dream that death does not matter. 

I see the small stone cottage perched on the cliff  above the sea 
perched like an old wise bird ready for flight 
It calls me to come home to myself  

All around the lilies bloom  
and send their honey syllables into the night air,  
heavy with salt 

At last 
I breathe in the blue waves that curl and crash. 

The sun has begun its slow dance of  farewell. 
There is the sorrow of  leaving, 
the rapacious pull of  earth, of  sea, of  light. 
But their hands cannot hold me and my fingers slip from their grasp. 

At last 
I step through the open door. 

At last 
  

- Gary Boelhower 
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