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Notes

5 PILLARS

After writing several pieces exploring themes of Christianity and setting the Bible, I became
interested in writing music that dealt with religion outside of my own upbringing. As America
was falling deeper into the throes of Islamophobia, I became particularly intrigued by the idea of
setting the Qoran. What I learned, however, is that, unlike setting the Bible, setting the Islamic
holy text would be considered sacrilegious. So instead, “5 Pillars” returns to the setting of Biblical
texts, but the texts were selected to reflect the theology of the Five Pillars of Islam, hoping to
portray the idea that when you look past the surface level differences of expression between the
two religions, the core values and calls to action are more similar than they are different.

NO GOD BUT GOD

To both faiths, the sovereignty of God is absolute. Muslims name God as Allah, while Christians
worship a triune God, including Jesus, referenced here as “the word.”

PRAYER

A setting of the Lord’s Prayer, but including oft overlooked instructions from Jesus on how to
pray, mirroring the specific customs Muslims follow in their five daily prayers.

ALMS

The pillar called “Zakat” is commonly known as almsgiving, but directly translates to “that which
purifies.” Jesus’ condemnation of those who fail to take care of their fellow human beings aligns
with this idea that without the giving of ourselves and our resources, we cannot purify our spirits.

FASTING

Another call to justice, this passage is a rebuke and reminder from a Jewish prophet, but it serves
as a call for a follower of any faith not to practice a fast, or any religious ritual, for its own sake,
but in order to become more holy, meaning more embodying of love and justice.

PILGRIMAGE

In Islam, the call to pilgrimage to Mecca is a physical journey, but the concept of God’s call
resonates across faiths. This movement features two calls, first to Abram to reach a promised land
and then to Jesus to suffer and die for the salvation of others. This highlights that a pilgrimage on
a righteous path may be filled with toil, but also will reap spiritual rewards.
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I. No GOD BUT GOD

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God.

All things came into being through Him,

and without Him, not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in Him was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness

and the darkness has not overcome it.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God,

the Lord alone.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your might.

The light shines in the darkness.

- John 1: 1-5; Deuteronomy 6: 4-5

II. PRAYER

When you are praying, do not be like the hypocrites,
for they love to pray in the synagogues and at street
corners so they may be seen by others.

Do not heap up empty phrases like the Gentiles do
for they think they will be heard for their many words.
Do not be like them for your Father knows what you
need before you ask Him. Pray then in this way:

Our Father in Heav’n, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not to the time of trial

but deliver us from evil

Whenever you pray go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father in secret

And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

- Matthew 6: 513



III. ALMS

When the Son of Man comes in His glory,
and all the angels with Him,
then He will sit on the throne of His glory.

Then he will say to those on His left hand,

“Depart from me, for I was hungry and you did not
give me food. I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink. I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,
naked and you did not give me clothing, sick, and in
prison, and you did not visit me.”

Then they will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or
in prison, and did not take care of you?”

Then He will answer them,
“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do to one of the
least of these, you did not do to me.”

- Matthew 25: 31, 41a, 42-45

IV. FASTING

Shout out, do not hold back!

Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob, their sins.

Yet day after day they seck me

and delight to know my ways,

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God.

“Why do we fast, but you do not see?

Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
and oppress all your workers.

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight

and to strike with a wicked fist.

Such fasting as you do today will not

make your voice heard on high.

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose

the bonds of injustice, to let the oppressed

go free, and to break every yoke?

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and to bring the poor to your house;

when you see the naked to cover them,

not to hide yourself from your own kin?

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up;

your vindicator shall go before you,

the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer.

- Isaiah 58: 1-2a, 34, 6-9a

V. PILGRIMAGE

Now the Lord said to Abram,

“Go forth from your country and your father’s house
to the land I will show you.

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you

and make your name great, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

They were on the road, going up to Jerusalem,
and Jesus was walking ahead of them;
they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid.

“See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man
will be handed over to the chief priests and the scribes,
and they will condemn him to death.; they will mock
him and spit upon him, and flog him, and kill him.”

After he said this, he went on ahead
going up to Jerusalem.

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land
until three in the afternoon.

At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabacthani?”

“...yet, not what I want, but what you want.”

The Lord said to Abram,

“Raise your eyes now, and look from the place where
you are, look northward and southward and eastward
and westward; for all the land that you see I will give to
you and to your offspring forever.”

- Geneses 12: 1-2a, 3b; Mark 10: 32a, 33-34
Luke 19: 28; Mark 15: 33-34a
Mark 14: 36b; Geneses 13: 14-15
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III. Alms

..the least of these...

Matthew 25: 31, 41a, 42-45
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IV. Fasting

...the fast that I choose...

[saiah 58: 1-2a, 3-4, 6-9a
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Luke 19: 28; Mark 15: 33-34a

V. Pilgrimage

...not what I want, but what you want...
Genesis 12: 1-2a, 3b; Mark 10: 32a, 33-34

Mark 14: 36b; Genesis 13: 14-15

Mysterious, allruing J =50

, bem. ‘ba
g = N I [ P Py N |
y - - - 7 be ! 4 ® P Z—
[ oo Y/ . ¥ | | | r. Ll
)¢ ¢ ! ‘ ! ! !
o) P — ‘ —
. _ I —— —_
e . JJ 2
O 4
hdl NN J
7%
— o o — e o e -
;7\_/ - \_// ;,,\/
(o~ — e Yo"
? E; \ o o ® & = = ® oo e 2o
! ) B = S ° !
e \ \ \ ‘ : — & - 1
1S E— | | — | —
eJ i — mp — | p e
. s . o
o). o
7 o -
e o — = @ -
— - r -
7
o) » | | |
A - - y Z— ] \ 5 —1 o }
[ fan r S— - —— I o1 ! ==
© = —=
/x Now the Lord said to LA - bram,
02 be P e, — b8 K= ,
p "1 — ! 354 <4 S - ! 4 f )
L™ P Z—d ! il ! —*) PO ’ D y 4
[ fan ) | r. | ! | | e | [ £
w T ) ‘7 T T 1 :)v
J—— _ P —
.o .e .o — ee
. oo
o) I
7 o o oo - -
-— — — —— e
- o e o - - 0 Je
s e - <.
11 —
P’ A N N | | | I I | |
y i 73 ¥ ! > — ° ] I 4
(oS & & p= y /— f ® Ce~ !
&) ¢ ¢ ® s ! v — 7 ! ! 2 - 4
J 3 ! —_— — =
‘Suspended Cymbal‘ “Go forth from your coun - try and your fa - ther’s house
A
2 - 2
mg? 77 = /
ﬂ ]
% p ———————
9 ID ° o I lo!‘ =X
Y 4N [ P o) - I "= Z]
(fan ° ! ® % — T il
&) ® ! ! s ; ! ! 4
J I \ D —— ‘
—
] mp
i _  (be) 1]
o) ) o — 2
7 % b
X T P 4
= = e - —jpe
- o Bi




THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLLANK

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
INDEPENDENT ARTISTS



A~
A~
~
A~

i

rit.

i Tﬁr

——

ol¢

i gﬁr

Bass Drum

ol¢

o

//~

240
o)

36

e

—_—
—_—

weE are

<

@
\\‘3
—3

7

ofe 3

they were a-mazed,
Vibraphone

s
feo
“See,

ﬂdd

go-ing up___ to Je - ru-sa-lem, _

®

I

O
=
mf
IH O

A THO

H

[£..)

e

A~

bg

k

—3—

F\_/ P—h’a
e

ko)

them;

A~

Lk
ne

of

— A —

2

the road,
fraid.

P —
5 #
®

e

L]

A
A
A
A
A
A
A
A

—_— mp —————

a

@
”

walk-ing a-head

—3—

—3—
They were on
m ﬁe

were

——

UL SE,

was
- P

o B8 5 Te . ey

<

—3—

Je - sus

u#e

P

e F

and
e e—

=

and those who fol - lowed

mp

J with motion and rubato J =50

X 2

(S ¢

~
~

f
A HI\_’

A
A
A~

~

e

o
o}

33

38
o).

=1




THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLLANK

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
INDEPENDENT ARTISTS



=48

a tempo, meno mosso J

poco rit.

——— /7 // /

pp

38
55
H

9'

I A~
-~~~
him.”

g

7]
kill

o
and

flog  him,

pp

o

rp

~

~

10

q'

(1

=
BRL ) 2 ~¢
1 | \H/
| T L)
fiv g /|| s
1 ke
~d| |1 LR
Al 2 AP} ollell e[o]lv)
N
=S
ey AN o, ol
e =2 e
XX XX
=)
T T ETS
%\\ Wo M i = = =
} RS \
T S T(7e B
£] ik
= | ~d
BN il
<= |
|| L2 %]
[=9
‘ EES s
< HBL ) SRR w | NN
iihi > =t
Y, Y, q YRR
1] m AUIMWU
H 2
| | o B
™ . I pas
T =
By
T = L
@ E= =
Ess
| "
™» T w.m It [
p. %\\ & Llen
§ =
XN N
~d |
EES
Ess
2N = N A
N— N —

48

Bass Drum

Grieving J

a tempo
A pP ——

63

O

2
prp

=

v
N\
La
N
~¢||[ND
{
-
-
N\
s
N
~¢|| [0
{
k.
il
N\
e
N
~¢| | [ND
{
.
-
N\
La
N
7\09 NI
CRE D)

rp

rp

o
rax




” NT N N NT N N
(18 = (g (o
f 9 = | e
' ExS
SIE ”
7 . .
N ' Y Y
,lp
I Q]
[ - o
e o 'Yl (Yl
5 N
AUIMW
el
T 2 <
S SR
N
. <L _a
Ll S [~ ~
& ]
1™ 2
e g
T o
e Q
m [ [
¢ MO Tray Tray
L]
..n% ~C
_ )
Jﬁh. >pﬁ
-
TR 8 ~d
[=]
| 8
s
o
1 1 1
™y SRS
X P =
e e ~
SN | = e @
N— S —

e )
1] p_ [
LB S o
=
L) dw ~ ~
I 2 |
S
2 E
i 7
| 3
H o
NN ERCERE 1
(&)
1;./_ NTN NTN NTN
: v 2
L I
7r €
(W
a3 CHE Y
L G ] &
M © ] |
L) m
e =
4 1
1 PR YA MO L A vvv
AR -
=
ex)
T = |~ ~C
) &
"
T 5
i £
| | =
i
Q |
11 =@l O |||
= 5 ( (
NT N NTN ~ NTN NTN
n,nmwo = NG NG
N—N S —

<
REI, =
f s
=
alll =
s v vl
QL =
&0 =
m L v vl
A
I
QL =
SN
1
1
av |
~NEe

T.Z‘ Atay T..Z‘ Aty
aHE B LN
~d " ~d i
Q|
-
1N
| | 3
i I
T77e
E I8
- = ] p_
el A
S B .
~d |
] _ ]
1 ~O R
J
' _ NG
.80, glle
v /
g = | wole dlle
- - \ /
T | v
o £ o
Pan n_u L va vl A= X
HM-”U ln.w —
s & MR
| 8 X X
m - -
N = BB




THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLLANK

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
INDEPENDENT ARTISTS



THIS PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLLANK

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING
INDEPENDENT ARTISTS



